
Many Cultures BUT One Group

 Recently, I heard someone talk about starting a small group limited to fishermen.  
The whole idea caught my attention in a new way.  I was happy they decided to start a 
group but I questioned if they would have a successful group.  Presuming a common 
interest will help a small group succeed is not necessarily true.  You see, it is possible for 
several fishermen to come together and their main interest, main focus, and the majority 
of their conversations never get beyond fishing.  We could say the same thing about 
athletics or countless interest groups.  There is nothing wrong with a common interest 
group as long as their main focus is to become more like Christ.  
  I pastor a church in a large university town.  Some of the cultures frequently seen 
on our streets are represented by people from China, South Korea, South America, Africa, 
etc.  Over the years one thing I have noticed is, when people from various cultures come 
together to form a small group, they can experience a significant advantage.  The 
advantage is, they have very little to talk about because their earthly experiences are 
worlds apart.   Having little to talk about, their primary reason for meeting is quickly 
revealed - - a desire to learn about Jesus.  They do not come to meet just because they 
will be with friends, although in time friendships will be formed.  Let me say it again, 
they come because they share a desire to learn about Jesus.  He is the dominant purpose, 
attraction, and motivation for the group to exist.  
 There is nothing wrong with beginning a group with people who have a common 
interest, but be forewarned of dangers just mentioned.  On the other hand, don’t be afraid 
to start a group with people who have seemingly little earthly common interest.  If they 
are hungry for Him, they will leave filled and satisfied.  There were more differences than 
likenesses at Pentecost, and you know the rest of the story.  With all their cultural 
differences - those seeking Him were all filled with the Holy Spirit.             

Happy Discipling!


